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weakness, and he deliberately set himself to forget
them. Meanwhile the large issues of life in the West
and its social peculiarities fascinated him. The result
of his study of theLeadville of 1885 will be found in
a novel called " Benefits Forgot/' which was finished,
in 1890, and published in 1892. During the last
year of his life Wolcott Balestier took to com-
position again with much fervour and assiduity.
There is no question that his intimate friendship
with so eager and brilliant a writer of tales as Mr.
Rudyard Kipling, who, as is known, became his
brother-in-law, was of vast service to him. The
short stories of his last year showed a remark-
able advance. There remains the part of "The
Naulahka" which he contributed, but on this it
is impossible here to dwell What he might have
done, if he had lived ten years longer, none of us
can conjecture.

The melancholy task remains to me of telling
how so much of light and fire was extinguished.
He habitually overworked himself to such a degree,
the visible mental strain was so obvious, that his
health had long given us the deepest anxiety. I,
for one, for a year had almost ceased to hope that
he could survive. Yet it now appears, both from
the record of his family and from the opinion of
the German doctors, that there was no organic
mischief, and that he might, in spite of his weak-
ness, have lived to old age. He was overworked,
but he never worried; he was exhausted, but he
did not experience the curse of sleeplessness. In